
Riddles

4. A worker at a coffee shop weighs a paper coffee cup at ten grams.
She then puts something in the cup, but the cup now weighs less than
ten grams. What did she put in the cup?

5. What allows you to see through a wall?

6. What has two hands, but no fingers or thumbs?

7. How much dirt is there in a hole that measures two feet wide, by
two feet across, by two feet deep?

These types of questions are not only fun, but help to reinforce logical analysis – challenging
assumptions and learning the importance of inference. This is helpful for improving Eleven Plus
reading comprehension.

1. Two boys are born to the same mother, in the same hospital, on the
same date, in the same year. However, they are not twins. Why not?

2. What is it that gets wetter as it dries?

3. What comes once in a minute, twice
in a moment, but not once in a hundred
years?



8. Dylan’s mother had three children. The first was called April. The
second child was called May. What was the name of the third child?

9. What always increases, but never decreases?

10. What starts with an e, ends with an e, and
contains only one letter?

11. Two fathers, and two sons drove to the
store. Yet there were only three people in the
car. How could this be?

12. What belongs to you, but others use much more than you do?

13. David walked for thirty minutes in the rain, without an umbrella or a
hood on his jacket. Yet not a single hair on his head was wet. How is this
possible?

14. I have many keys, but no ceiling, no rooms
and usually only one lock. You can enter or
escape. What am I?

15. What word, consisting of six letters, turns
into twelve if you remove one of the letters?

16. I have towns and cities, but no houses. I have mountains and water,
but no trees or fish. What am I?

17. Which word in the dictionary is always spelled incorrectly?



18. A boy has as many sisters as brothers, but each sister has only half as
many sisters as brothers. How many brothers and sisters are there in the
family?

19. How can you be standing behind your mother, when she is standing
behind you?

20. Two ants are marching in front of two other ants. There are two ants
behind two other ants. Two ants are marching beside two other ants. What
is the smallest amount of ants being described?

21. Three contractors built ten houses between them, but no man built
more than three houses. How is this possible?

22. Ava bought a new coat and hat that cost £110
together. If the hat was £100 less than the cost of the
coat, how much did the hat cost?

23. What month of the year has 28 days?

24. What can you hold in your left hand, but not in your right?


